
Responsible Grain – Communications 

Toolkit Talking Points 

November 2020 
 

 

 

Main message: Getting involved and providing input on Responsible Grain is a critical part 

of the development process. 

1. What it is:  

Responsible Grain is a voluntary national Code of Practice that demonstrates Canadian 

grain farmers’ care and commitment to the environment.  

• The Code was developed by a Committee of farmers and other grain industry experts.  

• It includes modules on the environment such as nutrient management, pest and 

pesticide management, soil and water management as well as a module on human 

health and wellness. 

• Participation by farmers in following the Code will be completely voluntary.  

• Responsible Grain builds on and does not replace programs like the Environmental Farm 

Plan.  

2. Why it’s needed: 

Adopting Responsible Grain helps farmers respond to grain buyers and consumers who 

value sustainability. 

 

• Responsible Grain was developed around issues that are of concern or interest to grain 

buyers and consumers to help build public trust and support market access. 

• The Code of Practice will increase consumer confidence that we’re growing grain in a 

way that protects the environment.  

• Responsible Grain will help promote what Canadian farmers are already doing to 

preserve our land, air and water.  

• It provides practices that will support farmers in continuous improvement.  

 

 

 

 

 



3. The expected benefits: 

Responsible Grain is expected to build on Canada’s reputation of providing high-quality 

food that is environmentally, socially and economically sustainable.  

• While participation is voluntary, farmer adoption of the practices in Responsible Grain 

will help strengthen Canada’s reputation with customers.  

• The program will help farmers be proactive in protecting the environment, now and for 

the future.  

• Adoption of Responsible Grain will not be tracked at the farm level. Combined data will 

be gathered and analyzed to measure overall adoption of the practices at the national, 

provincial or regional level. The progress will be shared in an annual report by the 

Canadian Roundtable for Sustainable Crops (CRSC) as part of its Metrics Platform.  

 

4. Here’s how to get involved: 

 

Now that the Code of Practice is developed in draft form, your feedback is needed.   

 

• The Committee who developed the Code of Practice wants your opinion. 

• A formal consultation process is taking place over the next several months. Farmers and 

other stakeholders are being asked to review the Code and provide comments. 

• The feedback will be used to review the draft Code and ensure it is practical at the farm 

level.  

• Please contact info@responsiblegrain.ca to find out more about how to have your say.  
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